
 

 

Term 1   

 18 March 2021 

    Dear Parents, Caregivers 

and Friends of the School, 

In the lead-up to the passion and death of Jesus, this week’s Gospel 

provides us with another image of Christ’s death on the cross. We    

reflect on the image of a grain of wheat which falls to the ground 

and gives up its life in order to produce a rich harvest. Many of us 

know Jesus, we see his picture, read his story but until we die and rise 

with him we have not really seen Him. 

Where do you go to see Jesus? 

Think of an image that you like of Jesus. What does this image teach 

you about who God is and how God loves you? 

This week express you heart to God in prayer. 

 Thank you to the parents who have come with us to the pool to help 

with swimming. There is no swimming on Friday so children must wear 

their full uniform to school. Swimming starts up again on Tuesday,  

children can again wear their sport uniform to school for the week. 

We celebrate St Joseph’s day on Friday with the school attending 

Mass at 10am, please come along and celebrate with us. 

School is closed on Monday 22 March as it                                                

is Anniversary day.  

     Prayer, 

Father 

Help us to be like Jesus. 

Change our selfishness into self-giving 

And bring us to eternal life.     

Amen 

SUNDAY MASS 

21 March 2021 

10:30am  

Altar Servers 
 

Peyton Hickey-Thornley 

& Noah Saro 

 

 

CHILDRENS LITURGY 

10:15am 

Mary MacKillop Centre 

 Sports 
 

Triathlon 

Well done to the Room Awhero children who     

competed in the triathlon on Tuesday. All did      

xtremely well especially in the terrible weather   

conditions. Thank you very much to the parents who 

helped on the day with organising. It was much   

appreciated.  
 

Swimming 

We have completed one week of swimming and the 

children are doing really well in their groups. Thank 

you to the parents who are helping take groups. It is 

great seeing the progress and confidence growing 

in the children each day. Next week we will be 

swimming from Tuesday to Friday.  
 

Sports tops  

If you have a sports top at home that you no longer 

need for a sports team can you please return to 

school.  
 

Hockey  

There will be no hockey on Monday 22nd March 

due to Otago Anniversary Day.  

 
Assembly                                                                       

There is an assembly at school on Friday 19 March 

at 2:20pm. Please come and celebrate with us and 

see some of the wonderful work that the children 

are producing at school. We would love to see you 

there. 

 

School Family Mass                                                                 

There is a school family Mass on Sunday 11 April at 

10:30 am. It is an expectation that all children      

attend this Mass as we only have one once a term. 

Children to wear mufti to sit with their classroom 

teacher. The children who are preparing for the 

Sacrament of Confirmation will be presented at this 

Mass so please come and celebrate with us. 

 
Our prayers and thoughts are with Erica and her 

family with the passing of her beloved Aunt. 



 

19 March Assembly 2:30pm 

  St Joseph’s Day 

22  March   Otago Anniversary Day  

23-26 March   Swimming  

1st April Passover Feast Day 

1 - 6 April EASTER 

9 April Working Bee 

          Shared Prayer Rm Pono 2:30pm 

11 April School Family Mass  

16 April Assembly 2:30pm 

  End of Term 1  

3 May  Term 2 begins  

 

 

Heavenly Corner 

St Joseph’s is a Catholic School educating children to their full potential and enabling 

them to act justly, love tenderly and walk humbly with God. 
 

School email: office@stjosbalclutha.school.nz  Phone: 03 418 2548 

Website:  www.stjosephsbalclutha.com  Fax:   03 418 2549 

  

 
                      VALUE AWARDS 

The School value for Term 1 is                       

Make Room for All 

Room Pono:    Lucy McBride and Grace Bensley 

Room Aroha:   Braxton Rodwell and Rahan Rejin 

Room Awhero:   Noah Saro & Cohen Twaddle 

Congratulations on receiving your Awards .         

Well done! 

SILVER AWARDS 

Room Awhero:    Cohen Twaddle &                

        Peyton Hickey-Thornley 

Congratulations on receiving your Silver Award.  

Well done.  

Easter Raffle 

Raffle cards have gone 

home this week. Just a  re-

minder    money and cards need to be 

returned by Friday 26th March. The raffle 

will be drawn on Tuesday 30th March. 

Please remember to bring in an Easter 

egg to go towards the raffle. Thanks for 

your support. 



 

BOT News 

A very warm welcome to the 2021 school year to all our families.  We have high hopes 

this year will progress without the interruptions experienced last year.  

The Board had its first meeting for 2021 on Tuesday, 23 February. At the first meeting of 

each year the Board elects a chairperson and is pleased to confirm that Ben Cameron 

has been re-elected. 

The schools Strategic Plan was adopted. The plan sets out the schools Mission, Values 

and Strategic Goals for the next three years. As the year progresses staff and Board use 

the     Strategic plan to work towards achieving the goals set, with student achievement 

being our main focus. The board monitors progress towards these goals at each meeting 

throughout the year. 

This important document is available for you to read as are the agenda and minutes for 

every board meeting. Please see the school office if you would like a copy of these          

documents. 

The Education Review Office (ERO) has engaged with the school this term for the first 

time in 6 years. They will review how the school is operating and work with the staff and 

board over the next three years in a partnership and advisory role.  

A number of projects are being worked on including; installing a washing machine to  

allow for sports uniforms etc to be laundered, working with Rotary to finish the garden at 

the rear of Room Aroha and Awhero, relocation of the wheelie bins to outside, purchase 

of ergonomic chairs and a tables for Room Pono and Room Aroha and engaging a    

local contractor to maintain our  refurbished gardens.  

We wish our students a successful year and look forward to seeing them progress 

throughout. 

Warm regards 

 

Congratulations to Sophie and Emily 
who competed in the Clutha swimming 
champs on Wednesday night.  

Emily came 1st and Sophie came 2nd 
in their races!  

 

 

 

Parish Picnic! 

 

The Balclutha Parish Council warmly invites the 
Balclutha, Milton and Lawrence parish and 
school communities to please join us after 
mass (at 11.30am onwards) on Sunday 
28th March for a picnic lunch in the St Josephs 
Primary School grounds. 

  

You should bring your own food and something 
to sit on (in case the grass is wet!). 



AROUND THE CLASSROOMS 

Room Awhero 

 On Tuesday we competed at the South 
West Otago triathlon. The weather was 
freezing but not once did the children 
complain! All competed extremely well 
and represented our school superbly! 
Such a great team experience! Thanks 
to the parents who helped. 

Room Aroha have been busy learning about all 
the wonderful stories of Jesus. The Wedding at 
Cana is a special one because it was where Jesus 
performed his first miracle. We have made a book 
about this story with some of the children retelling 
the stories and others drawing the illustrations. 

Room Pono created some bunny art 
last week after listening to the story, A 
dog with nice ears by Lauren Child. 
We used paint to create our back-
grounds and drew our bunnies with 
felt onto white paper then cut them out 
and stuck them onto our painted back-
grounds. We finally coloured in the 
ears and nose and added eyes and a 
bright fluffy pompom. 



 

Community News  

 Support St Joseph’s School  Balclutha  by    grab-

bing an Entertainment APP. 

2 for 1 offers, special rates and up to 50% off     dining, 

takeaways, shopping, & activities 

throughout Otago, Southland, Central Otago & Oamaru. 

Until the 15
th
 April receive a bonus $10 or $20 Count-

down or JB HiFi voucher with your purchase. 

Valid for 12 months from activation.                    Down-

loadable on up to 4 devices. 

You can buy online here:  

https://nz.entdigital.net/orderbooks/91191a0 

https://nz.entdigital.net/orderbooks/91191a0

